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Tueloayp, December 15. 1691. 
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ftion concerning rhe Suns Eclipfe, gave 
me fueh great (atisfaction, that it en- 
courages me toask —— What is the continual fupply to 
the Heat of the Sun,and the caufe of its continual motion ? 
An{w. For its He2t, the Sun is now generally believ 4, 
(and we can go no further than guefjes,) by what ob- 
fervation we can make on’t by Glafles, to be a vat Bo- 
dy of Fire, unequal in its furface, and compofed of feve- 
ral parts of a different Nature, fome fluid, others fo- 
lid, that ics Difque appears 4 Sea of Fire, whereinisa 
rpetual agitation of Waves of Flame. That its Rewel is 
either fapply’d from che Exhalations of other Stars, or, 
which we efteem more likely, from its own Body, by 
prodigious Vulcano’s, or burning Mountains, which there 
is no fear fhou’de’re beat an End while the World lafts, 
fince even fome of ours upon Earth, (for Example Aiena) 
have already lafted to our knowledge,as inform’d by un- 
doubted Hiftory, almoft two thotfand Years, if not full 
as much, and all this while aually burning more or 
lefs, tho’ its matter tar enough from being yet coniu- 
med ; befide, itmay be of the Nature of tome Chymi- 
cal Fire, fo refin’d, that ic ne’re preys, or but very little, 
on the matter that fuftains it. If any one fhou'd here 
be fo filly to ask, How comes it to pafsthen that the 
Fire of the Sun fhou'd not fall down and burn the World ?— 
We may tell’em its for the fame Reafon that the wa- 
ter of the Sea does not fH upwards, and quench that: 
They are indeed both fix'd by rhe Almighty to their 
proper Centers, and asthe Earth, if it moves, whirls 
round with it the Atmofphzre, or parts of Air, Earth 
and Water flying about it, yet all tending to their 
proper Center, or to {peak more fenfibly, retain’d in 
that due pofiture by the Magnetical Virtue of the Earth ; 
fo here wou'd that Fiery Atmofphere oi the Sun whirl 
round together with it, and that more eafily than the 
Earths Atmofphere, or (to putit beyond doubt ) that ot 
any of the other Planets, which all grant to be in per- 
petual motien, fince Fire is ot greater activity than 
all the other Elements, to talk for onee like a 
through-paced Ariftotelian, when befides nothing but 
the Flame and Heat is fuppos’d to be without the Sun : 
— But after all, what if the Fire fthou'd actually come 
tous, but by the vaft diftance, and the Suns perpetual 
whirlings be beat into very fmall particles or atoms, as 
water when whirl'd round from a Mop, and fo be pure- 
ly innoxious, unlefs when many of ‘em are contract- 
ed together in a burning Glafs ? This for the Suns heat, 
next for its motion, the Diiquilition whereof wee'll yet 
enlarge inan{werto anotherQueftion much more full, fent 
us by another Hand:Wherein the Querift defires to know 
the Reafon of the different motions of the Sun, Iss di- 
urnal motion being from Eaft to Weft, its annual from 
Weft to Eaft— a third might have bin added, fately dif- 
covered by Glafles, from Weft to Eaft found irs own 
Axis in about 26 Days. The old Prolemaic Syfem fuppo- 
tes that the Sun and all the Stars are whirl’d round once 
in every twenty four hours from Eatt to Weft, by the mo- 
tion of the Primwn Mobile, which according to them, 
enclofes all che other Heavens as one Coat in an Onyon 
does another, or as one Box enclos’d in another; hence 
the Sun as well as the reft is dragg’d round from Eaft 
to Weft every day, and back agen from Weft to Faft 
obliquely by the Zodiack, in its yearly periodical revolu- 
tion. And for that third motion, they ne’re knew it 
and fo ne’re trouble themfelves with it: But the -mif. 
chief is, all thefe folid Orbs are nothing but Fancy, for 
he ‘ 
had they bin fo, they had been crackt to pieces long e're 
this, for Mars has bin teen below the Sun, which cou’d 
ne're be, according to their Syftem, without perfe# Pe. 
netration of Dimenfions. Let’s then try whether we can 
lite on amy other way of Solution which may appear 


Queft. 1. ’ "He Anfwer in your Laff Mercury to the Que- 


more rationz? than what thefe advance ; and firft chem 
for the motion of the Sun. The famous Defcarses, tho 
Philofopher enough, refolves all motion inte the power of 
God the firft Mover, and indeed this was one of the An 
cients great Arguments for the Being of 4 Ged. But 
how the particular motions.were itmprefs'd upon the 
Sun and other Planets, Galilee attentpts to fatisfie the 
World by this ingenious Suppofition ; namely, Thar eacb 
Globe of the itniverfe was at firft created at fome convent- 
enP diftance fromthe place wherein, or the Center about which 
‘twas afterwards to move: To explain the thing by a Dia 
gram, asf{uppofe A be the globular : 

Body of fome Planet created in that AO. iB.” 
place, and the Circle D,E,F,G,H,L.K, iW, 
L, M. be defigned for the Circle ofits  pi(_iC \KS 
future Revolution, whereof C is the NTDY 
Center. Suppofe alfo that it were let ‘FGH' 
fall when perfected, from A, the place 

of its Creation, with command to go tothe place of its 
defign'd refidence, nor nearer or farther from the Center 
of its Revolution than the Semidiameter of the Circle 
D, €. therefore it muft needs fall in the -prick’t Line 
A, D, as Bodies ufe to do towards their proper Center 
of Gravity ; now when it comes to D, it can no longer 
proceed in the {trait Line towards E, for then ‘twou'd 
go farther off from the.Center C, than ‘tis allow'd b 
the aforelaid Command or Law of Nature ; therefore it 
muft chen begin like a Pendulum, to turn about 
towards F, thacit may keep its due diftance, and ha. 
ving acquir'd velocity in its fall from A to D, it continues 
the fame to G, H,/,K, L, M; and there being no natu- 
ral Impediment, it muft continue the fame velocity with- 
Out increafe or decreale in continual repeated Rounds in the 
Circle tor ever,gunlefs ftepe by a fupernatural caufe. 
Such a motion asthis, ifthe Sun moves round the Earth: 
it muft be fuppofed to have, and thus might be acqui- 
red; and if che Earth round the Sun ‘tis in effec the 
fame, only then the Earth+moves trom Eaft to Weft 
annually. This of the annual or periodical motion, now 
for the diurnal, ’tis eafie co conceive the lame thing may 
have two motions, a progrefiive motion forward in a 
greater Circle,and a lefs round its own Axle,but chen they 
fhou'd both be right omward, not one forwards and 
tother backwards, one of which wou’d contradict and 
deaden the other ; as if the Wheels of a Coach run back» 
ward, that muft go back too, tho forwards indeed they 
might have a double motion, tho’ each tne {ame way 
~- To avoid this as well as old Prolomy's tolid Orbs, Tycbo; 
and others, have deny’d the Sun, or the refi ot the Stars 
have a double motion; but initead ot that introduce one 
Spiral motion toward the Weit, that is, as tney explain 
themfelves, not diretly, by paralled csreles, our obdlique- 
ly, or by Spiral turns or windings. Laitly, For the 
motion of the Sun round his own Axis, which none 
now will deny, befng finifhed in the ipace Of 26,0ras fome 
27 days, which was firlt known by the motion of iomé 
Spots by the help.of theTele/cope difcover'd on its bod y,bue 
which moves regulagly from Eat 10 Wed ; which particu. 
lar motion of the Sun, whichrcertainly holds whatever that 
of the Earth does, may be thus expiained. Suppote it chen 
created at B, in the former Diagram, and thence cropt and 
determin’d directly to the Cofter ¢,without any duch line 
of diftance as D, C, fuppos’dalready tor the annual mo- 
toin. —— When theretore its Center js once come to 
the right place appainted tor ic at Cy it mutt there al- 
ways co ntnue in the tame motion wherein "twas 
firft dropt : And as by thete {pots we tnd this moti- 
on of the $un abour his own Axis, jo might we 
alfo be certainly determio’d by the jame in the reat 
Queftion ofthe motion ofthe Earth, were they but ox" 


and permanent, the contrary whereuntO our Giafles in 


formus: And thus much at Mob ‘ni | 
cerning the Suns Meat and Uigidew stone. ‘2ueition goa 
: OQyreK, 


Queil. 2. a my Minority I married a Lady contrary te 
the knowledge of our Parents, and now I'm grown to 4 State 
of Maturity, bave profeffed to court this Lady whom I bave 
married: The motion bas taken fuch good Effect, that our 
Marrikze is concluded on: Query, Whether we may lavefully 
be married again ; for if they underfiand that we have acted 
without their Confent, ’twill certainly prove our Ruine ? 

Anjo. There's nothing a Sin that is not the breach of {ome 
Law ; but this is the breach of no Law, Ergo, itis no fin: 
"Tis needlefs as to you two, but not as tothe World ; 
Put the Cafe thus ; I promife or vow to fuch 
a Perfon, that 1 will do fo and fo —--—— If I 
repeat my promife to him in a New Company, I am 
hot guily of any breech of promife, but on the contra- 
ry it fhows my refolution to perform what I firft pro- 
mis’d. Again, it is lawful for any’ man to fay what it 
is lawful for him to do, as actions aie preferable to 
words : But ’tis lawful for a Man to love, cherifh, and 
be faithful to his Wife, Gc, always, Ergo, tis lawful to 
fay fo always if there be occafion: “Tis no fin to mar- 
ry a hundred times to one Wife ; nor isit any mocking 
of God Almighty in this Cafe, who wou'd have us 
a&t fo, as we may be accountable to our Fellow Creatures, 
There’s no more difficulty in the Matter than to give fe- 
veral Bonds upon the fame provilo’s, to be paid at one day. 
One is fufficient, but more are not amils for Satisfaction ; 
A dumb man is always marrying, “tis a€tion that is 
eflential, not words. 

= ge 3. Bsalam being a Mosbite, how cou'd he under- 
ftan the Als {peaking unto him in Hebrew ? 

Anfw. Shou'd we fuppofe hitna Moabite, he might 

et underftand the Hebrew Language, fince it wou'd 
ove bin his own, for what Language fhou'd the Moa- 
bites {peak but what they learnt from their ather, and 
@hat Moab himfelf, but that which his Fath.. Lor taught 
him, which none doubts to have bin the Hebrew, which 
Abraham, nay in probability, which all the pofterity of 
Heber alfo fpoke. But the Querift was either a little fhort- 
fighted, or elfe not much ufed to the Bible, when he 
takes Balaam for a Moabite, when the Text exprelly tells 
us, that he was an Aramite: See Numb. 23. Vv. 7. The King 
of Moab bath, brought me from Aram, out of tbe Moun- 
tains of the Eaft. Now this Aram we mutt here take ei- 
ther for Aram of Dama{cus, or Aram of Maachah, where- 
in was the Land of Tob and Ifbboth, which is more like- 
ly to be his Countrey, becaufe it lay = 4 of Bamoth-Baal 
where he then was, and befides upon the Edges of the 
Mountains Gilead and Hermon (Branches of Antilibanus) 
which he might call the Mountains of the Eaft, between 
which and the King of Moabs Countrey there was only 
that of Ammon then in League with him, and Vineyards 
too thereabouts, as the Hiftory reports "em, there being 
a Towg which takes its name from ’em exaétly in the 
way between, and much about midway thither ; which 
isconfirm'd by the King of Moab’s coming to meet him 
— Ina City inthe Border of Arnon, which is the uttermojt 
coaft, as Num. 23. which might be Diben or Arnon its 
felt, both feated on his very borders, and on the River 
Arnon. Now {uppofing che Syrians defcended from the 
firft Aram, the Son of Arphaxad, not from him of Ebers 
Family ; yet the Land of Tob being fo near Arnon, of the 
fame Language with Moab, and both with the Hebrew, it 
might eafily be underftood of Balaam a Borderer, and a 
Learned and famous man amongft ’em. 

Queft. 4. What was it that Eve Spun? 

Anfw. Nothing at al] that we know of, fince no- 
thing che Scripture tells us, fhe was a Sempjftre{s indeed, 
for fow fe did, as well as Adam ---when they few'd Fig- 
leaves together to make em Aprons ; but no Spinfter, what- 
ever Title our Law gives her Daughters: 

Queft. 5. A Lady affirmed their SeX to be more excellent 
thin Mans, becaufe let a Man wafh bis bands never fo often, 
there witl be fome {ettled Dirtin the water, and that tis not 
fo when 4 Woman wafbes: Vibetber is this true ; and if fo 
what's the Reafon ? . P 

Anjw. That the Fair Sex in fome things excell ours, 
there's hardly any fo furly to deny, that the pretty lit- 
tle half-Virtue of neatnefs or cleanlinefs, which che 
Latins call Munditia, both better becomes “em, and is 
more emineat in, at leaft moft of'em, is as certain 
asthe other. Accordi ety is very likely that a Mans 

hands which are more ufed to bufinefs, may have more 


dirt on ‘em than a Womans, and if ‘tis of any long 
ftanding, "twill not eafily be remov’d, perhaps not ali 
of it with feveral wafhings. But this, its plain, is who!- 
ly accidental, for take a Cook-maid and a Gentleman, 
and let °em wath their hands, and we doubt not bur 
the Event will be quite contrary to the Ladies obfer 
vation. After all, we doubt the Queriils Hands mighr 
rot be very clean when he waited on her, for which fhe 
was a little pleafant, and put this innocent Fallacy 
upon him. . 
A word or two to the Anabaptifts, * 

o> We find no Queltion, or any thing elfe in thof 

Sheets and a half drawn up, and publifht (as we are 
inform’d) by the joynt confent‘of the Principal Anabap- 
tift Preachers in London, or in any other of their Papers, 
but what we can eaffly and fully anfwer; but our promife 
being to anfwer the Quejfions and Scruples of other Per- 
fons as well as thofe fent to us by Anabaotifts, we thal] 
(that we may oblige all our reafonable Querifts) referve the 
aniwering of ‘em till the publication of the 12 Numbers 
that compleat our 6th. Volume ; and then the Anabaptifts 
may expect a full anfwer to all the Queftions in ’em, or 
to any other Queftions or Ovjeétions they can fend to us 
between this and the publication of the forementioned 
12Numbers. Only this Remark we fhal] make at prefent 
that furely had not the Anabaprifts (amongft whom we 
hope there be many good perfons ; but as to the point of 
Infant Baptifm, they are certainly in a miftake, as we 
Shall fhew ‘em ut large) thought we had advanc’d fomething 
of moment in our two mercuries about Infant Bapti(m, they 
would never have calld in fuch great Affiftance tor the 
aniwering of em, or made fuch a ftir about ’em: If any 
Anabaptifts are difobliged by the Hifforical Reflections in 
our aniwers concerning thofe called Anabaprifts in Ger- 
many, we fhall when wecome to that part of Hiftory, en- 
deavour to put it in irs true light, which has never big 
done yet, for wee'l be impartial to all our Querifts. 


Mr. Fobn Steer if you fend agen, pray pay for the po- 
{tage of your Letters, or they will not be taken in. 
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Adbertifement. 


i He Fourth Volume of the Athenian Mercn- 
_ryis now Publifh’d ; Refolving all the 
MOft Nice and Curious Queftions Propofed by the 
Ingenious of vither Sex, from Tuelda y October 17, 
Co Saturday Desemb.12. Price2s. 6d. Thas 
F ourth Volume is neatly done up InAtarble Paper 
with a General Title, Preface and Index to it. 
Printed for Fobn Dunton, at the Raven in the 
Poultrey; where are tobe had the Fir/t, Sccond 
andThird Volumes of the Athenian Mercury,(and 


the Supplements to ‘em. ) And alfo the Preface 
Index, and Twelve Numbers alone, that Con. 


pleat the Firft Eighteen Numbers of the Fourth 
Volume : Iawhich Twelve Numbers are Anfwer'd 
many of the Queftions lately fent us. 


ERRATA. 
In the General Title to the 4th. Volume, inftead of from 


Auguft 18th.to Offober 17th. 1691. read from OF ober 17th 
to Decemb. 12th. 1691. ; 


Opin Plow-yard, the third Door in Grays-Inn-lane. live 
Dr. Thomas Kirlews, a _ Collegiate Phyficien,” Poy oan a 
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death - 
who with a Driak and Pull (hindring no Bufine& ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings inthe Nole, Face, or other 
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies, and Venerial Dileafe.ex tin 
nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Of the lait he hath sand me 
hundreds in this City, mapy of them after fluxing, which carries md 
evil from the Lower Parts to che Head, and fo deftroys many. The 
Drink is 3s. the Quart, the Pill 1 s. a Box, with Dire@ions « a bet- 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleante the Bod) of 
all Impurities, which are the caufes of Droplies, Gouts santos 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With another 
Drink at 1s, 6 d. a Quart. He cures all Fevers and hot Di!iempers 
without Bleeding, except in few Bodies. He gives his Opinien te 
all that writes or comes for notliung, 


“LO N DOWN, Printed for Sobu Punton at the Raven 
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in the Powttrey. 1691. 


